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that fertilizer production feeds the bio-
mass. And when the biomass goes from 
corn and soy diesel and the other parts 
of the biomass that produces diesel fuel 
to the cellulosic version, which we are 
5 to 6 years away from becoming an ef-
fective means of producing ethanol, 
then our fertilizer supply out of nat-
ural gas becomes an essential compo-
nent to our biomass up here. And one 
day not very far down the line, I want 
to see the size of this pie grow dramati-
cally. 

And I will be putting together a for-
mula for this, Mr. Speaker, as time 
goes by and bringing it to the floor of 
this House and advocating to the Mem-
bers of this Congress how important it 
is for us to grow the size of the energy 
pie and to change the proportions of 
the pieces of this pie so that there is a 
future for the economy in America. We 
can do a lot of it with renewable fuels. 
And the efficiencies that we have pro-
vided there, another one that is false 
information that seems to come from 
other parts of the country is that we 
cannot get very much ethanol out of a 
bushel of corn. Well, I do not know 
anybody who is producing ethanol at 
least in Iowa today that is not getting 
23⁄4 gallons out of a bushel of corn, and 
that number is creeping up as our en-
zymes get better, our efficiency gets 
better. And we will be able to adapt to 
the cellulosic as well. 

This region that I have the profound 
honor and privilege to represent in the 
Upper Midwest is a region that when 
the pioneers came, they settled, they 
turn the sod over, and they set up their 
farms, and they raised livestock and 
row crop and hay, and they were in the 
business of raising food and fiber for 
America. And that is the case from 
Canada down to the gulf coast, coast to 
coast. The agriculture communities in 
America were always in the business of 
raising food and fiber. 

But today we are in the business of 
raising food, fiber, and energy, and I 
live in now an energy export center 
where 5 years ago there was not much 
sign of any of this energy production. 
When you drove along, if you saw some 
steam along the skyline, you would as-
sume that it was smoke from a fire 
somewhere, and you would wonder why 
it had not been put out. Today you will 
see the vapors going up. Some people 
think it is smoke. It is the cleanest of 
water vapor coming out of the ethanol 
plants, and we recognize them on the 
horizon: Well, there is an ethanol plant 
there, there is one over there. And in 
between there are hundreds and hun-
dreds of wind chargers sitting on the 
ridges. 

An energy export center in western 
Iowa, a place where we have never been 
able to drill a successful oil well, but it 
will not be long before we will be pro-
ducing far more energy out of that re-
gion than we are getting out of some of 
the oil fields across the United States. 
In fact, today I believe we are pro-
ducing a lot more energy out of eth-
anol and the biodiesel. 

Grow the size of the energy pie, Mr. 
Speaker. Do this for our economy and 
do this for America’s security. And do 
so with the idea in mind that the 
places in the world where we are buy-
ing our oil are far too volatile for us to 
bet our economic future on. 

Now, I have another chart here that 
helps illustrate that. It is really not all 
of the countries that we purchase oil 
from, Mr. Speaker, but it tells us a few 
things. What I see missing on this 
chart are countries like Iraq, Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, the large oil-producing 
countries. But it tells us what is going 
on in Libya, 36 billion barrels of oil. 
And then here we are with ANWR at 
10.4-, a third of the reserves of Libya. 
And some of the other countries here: 
The Congo, a small amount; Nigeria, a 
large supply, not that stable a place to 
be, but there is a lot of oil there, and I 
think their reserves might have been 
discovered some more since this chart 
was made. 

Here is the United States with a re-
spectable reserve of oil, 21.9 billion bar-
rels. But we can add that to 10.4- here 
out of ANWR. It takes us up here in 
this stratosphere in the area of Libya. 
It does not take us into the levels of 
countries that are not on this chart, 
three, four, five countries that have 
more oil than this, and they are not 
listed here, Mr. Speaker. But what this 
tells us is if we go buy our oil from Ni-
geria, it is unstable, and we work for 
their stability. 

Australia’s supplies are far lower 
than one might think, although there 
is more discovery going on there all 
along. 

Any of these other countries, Indo-
nesia, Egypt, think about the stability. 
Brazil, for example, they do not have 
all that much. 

Kazakhstan is a pretty good friend to 
us. There is a pipeline now being put 
together from Kazakhstan and into 
China, and so a lot of that oil is going 
to go into China. There is the China re-
serves there, 18.3 billion. And China is 
increasing their consumption of oil at 
a rate seven times the increase that we 
are here in the United States. So at the 
rate they are going, they will be the 
world’s largest consumer of energy 
down the line somewhere. 

But I cannot find too many places 
along on this list where I think I would 
rather trust the future of the economy 
of America to them and the lack of sta-
bility there than I would trust the fu-
ture of America to an energy-inde-
pendent America. 

We can get there, Mr. Speaker. We 
need to work to get there, and we have 
the formula to do that. And many of 
the countries that we are purchasing 
oil from today are countries also that 
are working against our national inter-
ests. And Venezuela, for example, is 
taking an ever-more-hostile position, 
teaming up with Fidel Castro. And the 
funding that is coming from that oil is 
helping to fund Castro and Cuba, and it 
is funding subversive activities all over 
South America. If we look at the ac-

tivities that are going on there, the 
elections that have taken place, coun-
try after country has had an election 
or a power change that has shifted 
more towards Marxism, away from 
freedom. And China is involved in the 
Panama Canal. They are invested down 
there, and we also have Castro who is 
starting to drill for oil 45 miles off-
shore of Cuba. And if you remember, 
from the lowest part of Florida to 
Cuba, it is 90 miles. So not having 
looked at the map, at least by those 
statistics, he has cut the distance to 
the United States in half, tapping into 
oil that we ought to be tapping into, at 
least very close to that same kind of 
region that is there. 

How come we cannot, Mr. Speaker, 
look at this overall picture and realize 
that if we only do a little bit at a time, 
if we only decide we are going to open 
up a little bit of the lease down there 
near the Panhandle of Florida and drill 
for a little natural gas down there be-
cause the pressure on the prices are so 
high that we have to act like we are 
doing something, so we let a bit of 
drilling come in. And that little bit of 
drilling is the equivalent of just taking 
the lid off the pressure cooker just for 
an instant. So the pressure goes down, 
but the heat is still on, and the pres-
sure will increase again. If we take the 
lid off a little bit every time, it is not 
enough to affect the markets. It is not 
enough to affect the market to the 
point where we are going to see lower 
energy prices. So energy prices creep 
up. We only do this incrementally. 

We must be bold, Mr. Speaker. We 
must dramatically expand our ethanol 
production. We must dramatically ex-
pand our biodiesel production. Amer-
ica’s farmers have stepped up to the 
plate with this. They are increasing 
their overall production of their grain. 
They have invested capital so that 
they can produce ethanol and produce 
biodiesel. 

Let me add one more thing to this 
misinformation that has been going on 
around America, that the reason that 
gas is high because we have ethanol re-
quirements in some of the gas that 
have just come on recently, and that 
the high price of ethanol is the reason 
that gas has gone up by 50, 60, 70 cents 
a gallon or whatever that number 
might be. 

Let me point out that ethanol is 10 
percent of a gallon of gasoline, and the 
spot market for ethanol, the highest I 
have seen is $2.50 a gallon. But you are 
only putting in 10 percent; so in 1 gal-
lon of gas, there is only going to be 1/ 
10 of that in there. So 1/10 of $2.50, you 
have to spread that across the whole 
gallon of gasoline is my point, Mr. 
Speaker. And it is not possible to take 
1/10 of a gallon, add it to 9/10 of a gal-
lon, and raise the price anywhere near 
the extent that is being alleged. 

So it is not the price of ethanol that 
is driving up the price of gas, it is the 
instability in the world. It is the lack 
of building refineries. It is the lack of 
vision in an overall energy pie, Mr. 
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